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Carl Vadivella Belle received a Bachelor of A rts degree from  the Australian N ational U niversity in 

Canberra. H e served in the A ustralian H igh Com m ission, Kuala Lum pur betw een 1976 and 1979, a 

posting w hich generated a deep interest in M alaysia. H is doctoral dissertation, “Thaipusam  in M alaysia: 

A  H indu Festival M isunderstood?” w as accepted by D eakin U niversity in 2004. H is professional life 

included w ork in foreign affairs and educational research and m ethodology. D r Belle w as the Inaugural 

H indu Chaplain at the Flinders U niversity of South A ustralia, but he now  w orks as an independent 

scholar. H e has lectured w idely on religion and history, and has w ritten extensively on religion, history, 

and on international affairs. H e is currently com pleting a book on the history of Indians in M alaysia. 
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This presentation w ill provide an overview  of the m odern history of Indians in M alaya/M alaysia from  

the tim e of British colonialism  to the recent rise (and fall) of H indraf. It w ill exam ine the arrival of Indian 

labour throughout the colonial period, and the form ation of Indian political social and religious 

structures. It w ill show  how  w artim e involvem ent in the politics of Indian nationalism  provided Indians 

in M alaya and Singapore w ith an evanescent sense of identity. It w ill argue that the post-w ar Indian 

m inority in M alaya/M alaysia has been system ically m arginalized, initially by a continued Sino-M alay 

rivalry, and m ore latterly by a foundational ideology w hich em phasises conceptions of “race” and in 

particular an enduring dichotom y of “indigene”/“im m igrant”, a dichotom y now  deepened by a 

w idening religious divide. In closing the presentation w ill touch upon the rise of H indraf, the seism ic 

election of 8 M arch 2008, and the potential im plications for M alaysian politics and society. 
 
 

ISEAS is pleased to invite you to the Sem inar. 

Dr Carl Vadivella Belle 

Independent Scholar 
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